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Annual  Report  for  1965 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  1965. 

The  vital  statistics,  which  afford  a means  of  comparison  between 
the  health  of  the  district  in  the  different  years  and  with  the  rest  of 
the  country,  compare  quite  favourably  with  the  previous  year  but 
not  with  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  birth  rate  is  once  again  the  highest  for  many  years.  The 
death  rate  is  a little  lower  than  the  last  four  years.  There  was  a total 
of  420  deaths  (421  in  1964).  Of  these  420  deaths,  99  died  aged  65-75 
and  165  were  75  and  over. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body  was 
six  fewer  than  last  year,  but  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was 
exactly  the  same  as  last  year — 14  (9  males  and  5 females). 

There  was  one  death  less  from  cardio-vascular  diseases  than  last 
year.  There  were  more  deaths  from  both  pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
than  in  1964.  There  were  four  suicides  in  comparison  with  two  last 
year.  Motor  accidents  claimed  eight  victims  as  against  five  in  1964, 
and  three  in  1963;  but  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  accidents  was 
one  less  than  last  year. 

There  was  not  a maternal  death. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  two  pulmonary  and 
one  non-pulmonary — the  same  as  last  year. 

There  was  one  more  notification  of  tuberculosis  than  in  1964  ; 
the  extra  one  was  non-pulmonary — leaving  the  number  of  notifi- 
cations of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  the  same  as  last  year  which  itself 
was  the  lowest  for  any  year  with  the  exception  of  1960. 

Only  1 ,279  people  were  X-rayed  during  the  five  day  visit  of  the 
Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  to  the  Bishop  Auckland  Area. 
Of  these,  elven  were  recalled  for  a large  X-ray  film.  Various  conditions 
were  found  but  no  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  discovered.  Details 
are  given  later  in  the  report. 

Thirty-two  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  from 
the  General  Hospital  in  comparison  with  forty-two  last  year.  This 
district  accounted  for  about  half  of  the  total  number  for  the  County 
as  it  did  last  year,  but  only  six  of  the  thirty-two  patients  were 
residents  of  this  area.  As  in  1964  there  was  no  specific  cause  which 
called  for  any  special  investigation. 
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Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  totalled  914 — Measles 
accounting  for  765.  There  were  fewer  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  24  as 
against  39  last  year.  There  were  almost  twice  the  number  of 
Whooping  Cough  notifications.  There  were  no  notifications  of 
dysentery.  There  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  any  of  these 
infections. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria  was  notified. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  a little  higher  than  last  year.  There 
were  twenty-one  deaths  as  against  twenty.  Of  these,  twelve  died 
before  reaching  the  age  of  one  week  ; another  died  at  two  weeks  ; 
four  at  three  months  ; one  at  four  months  ; two  at  six  months  and 
one  at  nine  months.  Again  of  these  twenty-one  deaths,  two  died 
from  infection  ; two  from  infection  having  congenital  abnormalities  ; 
four  from  congenital  abnormalities  ; one  from  abnormality  associated 
with  prematurity  ; four  from  prematurity  ; one  from  pulmonary 
haemorrhage  associated  with  prematurity  ; three  from  ashpyxia 
due  to  inhalation  of  vomit  ; two  from  cerebral  haemorrhage  due  to 
birth  trauma  ; one  from  atelectesis  and  one  from  inattention  at 
birth. 

The  chiropody  service  for  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible 
is  still  being  run  very  efficiently  by  the  Red  Cross.  During  the  year  it 
was  moved  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  premises  to  the 
Red  Cross  Headquarters  where  a room  was  set  aside  specially  for 
this  work.  It  is  still  operating  two  sessions  per  week  and  dealt  with 
ninety-six  pensioners  giving  a total  of  601  treatments. 

B.C.G.  vaccinations  continue  to  be  carried  out  in  the  senior 
schools.  The  response  is  very  good.  I would  like  to  acknowledge  the 
willing  co-operation  of  all  head-teachers. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  is  offered  in  schools  as  well  as 
clinics  and  general  practitioner’s  surgeries.  Immunization  against 
tetanus  and  diphtheria  is  similarly  offered.  The  triple  immunization 
is  carried  out  during  infancy.  Smallpox  vaccination  is  now  carried 
out  in  the  second  year  of  life. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  service  continues  to  supply  twenty-four 
meals  twice  per  week. 

The  Meals  from  Neighbours  service  is  used  in  the  villages  and  in 
the  town  at  the  request  of  the  Hospital  Almoner. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continues  to  carry  out 
visiting  of  the  aged  and  the  lonely  and  the  organisation  of  Christmas 
parcels,  helped  by  the  various  organisations. 
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The  number  of  people  provided  with  a home-help  during  the  year 
was  302  (264  in  1964).  Details  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

With  the  exception  of  one  public  convenience  at  Coundon  Grange 
there  has  been  less  vandalism  since  the  Council  removed  the  coin 
locks  from  all  the  conveniences  in  the  district  and  they  have  been 
noticeably  cleaner,  too. 

245  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  and  22  by  private  enterprise 
making  a total  of  267  new  houses.  This  was  a great  step  forward  for 
the  district.  We  expect  the  provision  of  new  houses  to  continue  at 
an  even  greater  speed  in  the  coming  year. 

Five  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  rehoused  during  the  year  and  this 
brought  us  almost  up  to  date  with  this  problem. 

The  total  number  of  ash-closets  left  at  the  end  of  1965  was  710 
— a reduction  of  119.  Six  of  these  were  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  and  the  remainder  demolished. 

The  work  of  the  department  became  more  difficult  as  the  year 
wore  on,  due  to  the  fact  that  we  were  one  inspector  below  establish- 
ment from  March  onwards.  This  was  due  to  our  own  wish  to  try  out 
if  we  could  manage  without  Mr.  Young  who  left  to  go  south. 

I would  once  again  like  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and 
consideration  shown  to  me  by  my  Council  and  to  thank  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  another  year’s  hard  and  efficient  work. 


Area  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Area  of  the  district  is  9,336  acres.  The  estimated  population 
in  mid- 1964  was  34,710,  a decrease  of  250  on  the  previous  year’s 
estimate. 


The  rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1964  was  £969,585  and  the 
product  of  a penny  rate  £3,710. 

The  number  of  houses  according  to  the  Council’s  rate  book  was, 
at  the  end  of  1965,  11,213. 

Vital  Statistics. 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district, 
the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  have  been 
used  and  the  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the  above-mentioned 
estimated  population. 
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Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

625 

332 

293 

Illegitimate  . . 

51 

29 

22 

Total  . . 

. . 676 

361 

315 

Comparability  Factors  : Births  1.01  ; Deaths  1.13  ; Standard 
Birth  Rate  19.67.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  18.1. 

Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ; standard  19.99. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  687  : 867  Males  and  318  Females. 
Illegitimate  live  births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  29  Males. 
22  Females.  7.55%. 

Still  Births. 


Stillbirths 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

10 

7 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

1 

- 

Total  . . 

11 

8 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  16.17. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  15.7. 

Total  live  and  still  births  687.  Males  363.  Females  818. 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  22.  Males  10.  Females  12. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births.  36.78. 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  37.96. 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  22.16. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births.  21.73. 
Legitimate.  Males  7.  Females  5. 

Illegitimate.  Males  1.  Females  0. 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births.  18.40. 
Legitimate.  Males  7.  Females  4. 

Illegitimate.  Males  0.  Females  0. 

Perinatel  Mortality  Rate. 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births.  36.18. 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion). 

Number  of  deaths.  Nil. 
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Deaths. 

After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable  deaths 
a total  of  420,  (239  Males  and  181  Females)  deaths  of  residents  was 
recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a standard  death  rate  of  13.68  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  in  1965  was  11.5.  Cardio- vascular  diseases 
accounted  for  178  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  from 
the  various  causes  during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Lung  Cancer 

9 

5 

14 

Other  Cancers 

24 

23 

47 

Leukaemia 

- 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

34 

29 

63 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

73 

47 

120 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

18 

12 

30 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

16 

9 

25 

Pneumonia 

6 

8 

14 

Bronchitis 

22 

2 

24 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer 

1 

- ' 

1 

Gastritis  and  enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

6 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

5 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

3 

8 

All  other  accidents 

5 

6 

11 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Other  infections 

- 

- 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

- 

- 

Syphvlitic  diseases 

- 

- 

All  other  causes  than  those  specified 

14 

17 

31 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

— 

Total  . . 

239 

181 

420 

The  table  on  ‘ Causes  of  Death  ’ is  based  on  information  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  the 
deaths  from  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
which  occurred  during  1965. 


Disease 

Total  cases  notified 

Total  number  after 

corrected  diagnosis 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

24 

«- 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

17 

17 

7 

14 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

32 

32 

32 

- 

Measles 

765 

765 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

73 

72 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

, - 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

915 

914 

40 

14 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  in  arrangement  by  age  groups,  the 
number  of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


- 

New 

Cases 

De^ 

eras 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

I Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

15 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

55 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 
over 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1965 

8 

3 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1964 

7 

4 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1963 

7 

7 

- 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

9 

6 

1 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

1961 

12 

8 

4 

3 

2 

3 

- 

1960 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1959 

9 

12 

3 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1958 

16 

8 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

- 

1957 

17 

9 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1956 

5 

14 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— ! 
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MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 


Details  of  the  Unit’s  Visit  are  as  follows  : 


Number  X-Rayed 


Number  Recalled 

Abnormalities 

Healed  Tuberculosis 
Inactive  Tuberculosis 
Cardiac  Enlargement 
Chronic  Bronchitis 
Dust  Fibrosis 
Pulmonary  Fibrosis 
Pneumoconiosis  . . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

751 

528 

1,279 

Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

8 

11 

Total 

4 

1 

4* 

1 

If 

2 

2 

15 


* 3 Referred  to  own  Doctor, 
f 1 Referred  to  own  Doctor. 


WATER 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  took  81  samples  of  water 
during  the  year  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

These  were  classified  as  follows  : 

91.3%  Class  1/2 
Hardness  50  p.p.m. 

Properties  supplied.  12,291 

The  Board  states  the  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Chlorination  is  carried  out  after  all  main  repairs  and  bacterio- 
logical tests  are  made  until  a satisfactory  result  is  obtained. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  report  given  in  1964  is  substantially  the  same  for  1965 
except  that  the  works  are  even  more  overloaded — having  added 
267  new  houses  during  the  year  to  the  district. 

The  smell  also,  I think,  was  a little  worse. 
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SEWERAGE 


The  system  continues  to  operate  reasonably  well  in  spite  of  the 
entrance  of  large  amounts  of  grit. 

SPECIAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  children  were  treated  during  the  year  in  their 
homes,  doctors'  surgeries,  County  clinics  or  Schools. 

415  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  immunization 
treatment.  315  children  received  ‘ booster  ’ doses,  either 
singly  or  in  combination. 

( b ) Whooping  Cough. 

404  children  were  vaccinated  against  Whooping  Cough,  either 
singly  or  in  combination. 

The  administration  of  combined  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  injections  has  naturally  lowered  the  numbers  of 
single  injections  against  each  disease  alone. 

251  ‘ booster  ’ doses  were  administered. 


(c)  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

244  primary  vaccinations  and  49  re-vaccinations  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 


(d)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : 

588  received  third  vaccinations  (Oral)  "'I  These  refer 
350  received  reinforcing  doses  (Oral)  to  persons 

7 received  primary  (Salk)  f under  16  years 

9 received  reinforcing  (Salk)  J of  age. 


(e)  B.G.G.  Vaccinations. 

498  children  were  Heaf  tested  ; 32  children  were  positive. 
444  children  were  negative  ; 444  children  were  vaccinated. 
These  figures  apply  to  children  attending  schools  in  the  Bishop 
Auckland  Urban  District. 


(/)  Tetanus  Vaccinations. 

439  Primary.  308  Boosters. 


(g)  Home  Help  Service. 

Number  of  cases  receiving  home  help  at  1/1/65  212 

New  cases  served  during  year  . . . . . . 90 

Total  number  of  cases  provided  with  help  during 

year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302 

Cases  terminated  during  year  . . . . . . 64 

Cases  receiving  the  service  at  31/12/65  ..  ..  238 
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Comparisons  in  Vital  Statistics  during  the  years  1956-1965 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — Notifications  and  Deaths 

(excluding  Tuberculosis  and.  Food  Poisoning) 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


During  the  year  the  carcases  and  organs  of  8,659  animals  were 
inspected  in  the  course  of  1 ,075  visits  to  the  four  licensed  slaughter- 
houses. 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  slaughtered 

1557 

242 

43 

3969 

2847 

1 

Number  inspected  . . 

1557 

242 

43 

3969 

2847 

1 

Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned 

27 

Percentage  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.9 

- 

Cysticercosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned 

26 

Percentage  condemned 

0.7 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  carcases 
refrigerated 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned 

232 

29 

20 

100 

Percentage  condemned 

14.8 

12 

— 

0.5 

3.8 

Again  the  bovine  animals  were  found  to  be  less  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  cysticercosis.  Tuberculosis  was  nil,  and  the 
decline  in  other  diseases  was  from  20.5%  in  1964  to  14.8%  in  cattle  ; 
and  from  13.53%  to  12%  in  cows.  Cysticercosis  has  increased 
slightly,  and  the  carcases  of  eight  animals  were  required  to  be 
subjected  to  refrigeration. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS,  1963 


All  slaughtered  animals  were  examined  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Regulations,  and  the  carcases  ot  those  found  to  be  lit  for 
human  consumption  were  stamped  by  the  inspecting  officer. 

The  charges  imposed  brought  an  income  of  £432  3s.  3d.  This  is 
compared  with  £525  6s.  6d.  in  1964. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  main  slaughterhouse  closed 
which  was  the  principal  reason  for  the  reduced  income  and  numbers 
of  animals  slaughtered.  This  slaughterhouse  was  re-opened  under 
new  management  in  January,  1966. 


VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  FOOD 


The  following  was  the  quantity  of  foodstuffs,  found  to  be  unlit 
for  human  consumption,  and  voluntarily  surrendered  by  traders  : 


316  tins  Meat. 

2 tins  Ham. 

517  tins  Fruit. 

38  tins  Fish. 

55  tins  Rice. 

548  tins  Vegetables. 


169  tins  Soup. 

68  tins  Milk. 

317  lb.  Bacon. 

2 Fore  Ends  of  Bacon. 
72  Fish  Cakes. 


ICE  CREAM 

Twenty-six  samples  were  taken  in  1965  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton.  The  samples  were 
graded  and  are  shown  in  comparison  with  previous  years. 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Total 

Grade  1 

8 

3 

2 

11 

24 

10 

13 

12 

83 

Grade  2 

4 

2 

6 

4 

8 

6 

9 

7 

46 

Grade  3 

6 

1 

3 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

33 

Grade  4 

12 

1 

4 

11 

8 

3 

2 

3 

44 

Totals 

30 

7 

15 

38 

44 

20 

26 

26 

206 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1960 


Milk  is  sampled  throughout  the  County  by  the  County  Health 
Inspector.  The  numbers  taken  and  results  relating  to  Bishop 
Auckland  Urban  District  are  : 


Designation 

Number 

Examined 

Tests 

No. 

Void 

Number 

Not  Satisfactory 

Pasteurised 

91 

Methylene 

Blue 

10 

26 

Phosph- 

atase 

— 

1 

Sterilised 

7 

Turbidity 

- 

- 

Untreated 

21 

Methylene 

Blue 

4 

4 

4 

Biological 

i 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Fifty-nine  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  it  was  necessary 
to  serve  notice  to  remedy  defects  or  supply  amenities  in  seven  cases. 

The  Council  authorised  legal  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  a 
Restaurant  owner  in  respect  of  ten  contraventions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  and  one  contravention  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  viz.  foreign  body  found  in  a meal  served  to  a customer. 

Fines  totalling  £74  were  imposed. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

1965  was  the  first  complete  year  for  the  operation  of  this  Act, 
although  the  resignation  of  one  of  the  District  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  March,  substantially  reduced  the  time  available  for 
work  in  this  field. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  295  premises  were  registered,  and  109 
received  a general  inspection.  72%  of  the  premises  inspected  were 
found  to  contravene,  in  some  measure,  the  Act,  and  notices  to  79 
owners  or  occupiers  of  such  premises  were  sent  out. 
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(a)  Registrations  and  Inspections. 


Class  of 

Premises 

Number 

Registered 

Number 

Inspected 

Number  of 
Notices 
Served 

Offices 

76 

31 

18 

Retail  Shops 

186 

67 

55 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  Warehouses  . . 

13 

2 

3 

Catering 

Establishments 

18 

9 

3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

295 

109 

79 

( b ) Persons  Employed. 


Workplace 

Number  of 
Employees 

Offices 

607 

Shops 

1,565 

Wholesale  Shops,  etc. 

132 

Catering  Establishments 

. . , , 

108 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

6 

Total 

2,418 

Females  1,494 

Males  924 

17 


FACTORIES 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
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HOUSING 


(a)  Clearance  Areas. 

Eight  clearance  areas  were  represented  to  the  Council  for 
subsequent  transmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  confirmation. 

The  Areas  were  : 

Area  Number  of  Houses 


1. 

Low  Albion  Street,  Witton  Park 

73 

2. 

High  Albion  Street,  Witton  Park 

13 

High  King  Street,  Witton  Park 

33 

High  Thompson  Street,  Witton  Park 

34 

3. 

John  Street,  Witton  Park 

2 

4. 

John  Street,  Witton  Park 

19 

5. 

Viaduct  Terrace,  Witton  Park 

3 

6. 

Low  Queen  Street,  Witton  Park 

27 

Garden  Street,  Witton  Park 

3 

7. 

Low  King  Street,  Witton  Park 

3 

8. 

Newton  Cap  Bank,  Bishop  Auckland 

23 

Total  . . 

233 

( b ) Individual  Orders. 

Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  following 
House 

2,  Oates  Yard,  St.  Helen’s 
28a,  Fore  Bondgate,  Bishop  Auckland 
28b,  Fore  Bondgate,  Bishop  Auckland 
8a,  Toadpool,  West  Auckland 
41,  Front  Street,  West  Auckland 
6,  South  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland  . . 

2,  Victoria  Lane,  Coundon 

3,  Victoria  Lane,  Coundon 

A Total  of  8 Houses 

A further  eleven  houses  were  submitted  to  the  Council  as  unfit, 
but  Orders  had  not  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year  : 

1,  Lockey’s  Buildings,  Coundon 

2,  Lockey’s  Buildings,  Coundon 

4,  South  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland 

5,  South  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland 
27b,  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon 

3,  Garden  Terrace,  Coundon  Gate 

1 , Baltic  Cottages,  Witton  Park 

2,  Baltic  Cottages,  Witton  Park 

3,  Baltic  Cottages,  Witton  Park 

33,  Park  Road,  Witton  Park 

34,  Park  Road,  Witton  Park 

Altogether  250  houses  were  represented  either  collectively  or 
individually  in  1965. 


Order 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 
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(c)  Public  Inquiries. 

One  public  inquiry  was  held  in  1965,  in  respect  of  two  objections 
to  the  Etherley  Dene  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  made  in  1964. 
This  Order  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government — without  modification. 

(d)  Houses  where  defects  were  remedied. 

1 . Public  Health  act.  By  Owner  By  Local  Authority 

(i)  After  informal  action  74  - 

(ii)  After  formal  action  36  14 

2.  Housing  Acts 


(e)  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  Applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  1 
Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificate  . . . . 1 

Number  of  Undertakings  received  . . . . - 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  . . 1 

(/)  Inspections. 

(i)  Under  Public  Health,  Housing  and  Rents  Act  2,331 

(ii)  Under  Housing  and  House  Purchase  and 

Housing  Acts  . . . . . , . . . . 189 


(g) 


Houses  Demolished  or  Closed. 


Demolished  Rehoused 

or  Closed  Persons  Families 

(i)  In  Clearance  Areas. 

Houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  120  541  186 


(ii)  Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

Action  under  Section  17  (1) 

1957  Housing  Act  11  15  3 

(iii)  Unfit  Houses  Closed. 

Action  under  Section  16  (4) 

and  17  (1)  Housing  Act, 

1957  9 36  9 


(h)  Improvement  of  Houses. 

1 . Standard  Grants. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  submitted  in  1965  . . 67 

(ii)  Number  of  applications  rejected  . . . . 1 

(iii)  Total  Number  of  applications  approved  since 

inception  . . . . . . . . . . 391 

(iv)  Total  Number  of  Grants  paid  since  inception  . . 329 
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2.  Discretionary  Grants. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  submitted  in  1965  . . 40 

(ii)  Number  of  applications  rejected  . . . . - 

(iii)  Total  Number  of  applications  approved  since 

inception  . . . . . . . . . . 162 

(iv)  Total  Number  of  Grants  paid  since  inception  . . 122 


(i)  New  Houses. 

268  new  houses  were  provided  in  the  Urban  District — 105  more 
than  in  1964. 


Built  by 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Council 

Built  by 

124 

58 

84 

61 

63 

40 

245 

Private  Ent. 
Built  by 

25 

31 

30 

18 

56 

63 

123 

22 

D.C.C. 

Converted 

5 

15 

— 

— 

8 

3 

— 

— 

into  Flats 

Converted 
from  other 

2 

3 

2 

11 

Premises 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

157 

107 

114 

80 

129 

77 

163 

268 

( j ) Rehousing. 

(i)  In  Re-Lets  of  Existing  Accommodation. 


Slum  Clearnace 

61 

Keyworkers 

4 

Aged  Persons  List 

10 

General  List 

56 

131 

New  Dwellings. 

Slum  Clearance 

117 

Keyworkers 

10 

Aged  Persons  List 

- 

General  List 

52 

179 

Total  Families  Rehoused  . . 

. . 310 

(iii)  Overcrowded  Families. 

Of  the  310  families  re-housed  during  the  year,  115  were 
statutorily  overcrowded. 
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(iv)  Families  Suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
Five  cases  were  rehoused  in  1965. 

(k)  Housing  Waiting  List. 


As  at  31st  December,  1965  : 

Tenants  Sub-Tenants 

Totals 

General  Waiting  List 

Aged  Person's  Waiting  List 

301 

57 

358 

264 

19 

283 

Totals 

565 

76 

641 

GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SUMMARY 


Particulars 


Number 
of  visits 


Factories  Acts 

17 

Public  Health  Acts 

..  1,137 

Housing  Acts 

..  1,194 

Grants — Improvements 

189 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

. . 850 

Drainage 

168 

Conversions 

15 

Public  Cleansing 

. . 337 

Miscellaneous 

. . 399 

Market 

41 

Food  Premises 

59 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  . . 

193 

Slaughterhouses 

..  1,075 

Total 

..  5,674 

Number  of  Interviews  . . 419 
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CONVERSIONS  TO  WATER  CARRIAGE  SYSTEM 


Six  ashclosets  were  converted  to  water  carriage.  At  the  end  of 
the  year — due  to  conversions,  demolitions,  improvements  and  the 
erection  of  new  houses — the  numbers  of  the  various  sanitary 
conveniences  in  the  Urban  District  were  as  follows  : 

Water  Closets  . . . . 12,762 

Ashclosets  . . . . . . 660 

Ashpits,  etc.  . . . . 50 

Since  1954,  2,087  conversions  have  been  carried  out. 


Conversions 

Local 

Year 

Owners 

Authority 

Total 

1954 

110 

317 

427 

1955 

117 

34 

151 

1956 

115 

232 

347 

1957 

57 

188 

245 

1958 

70 

271 

341 

1959 

61 

92 

153 

1960 

59 

- 

59 

1961 

42 

- 

42 

1962 

40 

161 

201 

1963 

16 

79 

95 

1964 

20 

- 

20 

1965 

6 

- 

6 

Totals 

713 

1,374 

2,087 
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TYPE 
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RODENT  CONTROL  ( continued ) 
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RODENT  CONTROL  (contiuued) 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


ON 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Again  I have  pleasure  in  submitting  this  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Cleansing  Department  and  to  record  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  made  by  all  the  staff. 


Last  year  I reported  a high  rate  of  absenteeism  due  to  sickness, 
and  unfortunately  this  applies  again.  Added  to  this  was  a reduction 
in  working  hours — from  42  to  40.  Furthermore  the  bulkiness  of 
refuse  continues  to  increase  as  more  and  more  consumable  goods 
are  sold  in  wrappings  or  boxes  which  go  far  beyond  meeting  the 
minimum  needs  of  protection  and  handling.  This  is  added  to  the 
masses  of  paper  and  cartons  which  arise  from  the  general  increase 
in  the  purchasing  power  of  an  affluent  society. 


In  practical  terms  all  these  really  mean  a severe  reduction  in 
available  time  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  yet  despite 
difficulties  the  service  was  maintained  as  in  former  years. 


House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

{a)  Collection  — the  service  is  in  most  cases  weekly  and  more 
frequently  in  others. 


In  the  year  under  review  9,482  loads  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected — an  increase  of  328  loads  over  1964.  The 
average  density  again  dropped  from  4.9  cwts./cu.  yd.  to 
approximately  4.72  cwts./cu.  yd. 


Approximately  3%  of  all  loads  were  weighed  giving  an 
indicated  weight  of  15,475  tons — being  139  tons  more  than  the 
previous  year. 


(b)  Disposal  — three  refuse  tips  were  again  used — Witton  Park, 
Newfield  and  Gurney  Valley.  252  tickets  were  purchased  by 
private  individuals  or  firms  allowing  them  to  deposit  refuse  at 
the  Gurney  Valley  tip.  At  7/6d.  per  ticket  the  income  was 
£94  10s.  Od. 
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Salvage. 

637  loads  of  salvage  were  collected.  The  indicated  weight  was 
195  tons  of  which  140  tons  16  cwts.  1 qr.  were  suitable  for  baling. 

The  reduction  of  40  tons  on  the  previous  year  was  a direct 
consequence  of  the  high  sickness  rate. 


Despatch  of  Salvage 


Date 

No.  of  Bales  Grade 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

26/2/65 

180  Mixed  Paper 

14 

9 

0 

18/3/65 

180  Mixed  Paper 

14 

8 

0 

6/5/65 

180  Mixed  Paper 

15 

2 

0 

12/5/65 

138  K.L.S. 

9 

10 

1 

14/5/65 

Ill  K.L.S. 

7 

11 

1 

27/8/65 

225  Mixed  Paper 

18 

6 

2 

7/10/65 

130  K.L.S. 

9 

15 

2 

12/10/65 

137  K.L.S. 

10 

0 

1 

14/10/65 

180  Mixed  Paper 

15 

8 

0 

20/12/65 

180  Mixed  Paper 

14 

18 

0 

21/12/65 

156  K.L.S. 

11 

7 

2 

Paper  Tonnage. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

1957 

40 

0 

0 

1958 

51 

9 

0 

1959 

73 

2 

0 

1960 

168 

14 

0 

1961 

170 

6 

1 

1962 

159 

17 

0 

1963 

196 

19 

3 

1964 

181 

18 

3 

1965 

140 

16 

1 

Total 

1,183 

3 

0 
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Income. 

Income  from  waste  paper  and  cardboard,  trade  refuse  and 
disposal  charges  was  £2,599  17s.  8d. 

The  value  of  the  140  tons  16  cwts.  1 qr.  of  baled  salvage  was 
£1,326  7s.  2d,  and  that  of  trade  refuse  £1,179  Os.  6d. 

Together  with  the  £200  paid  each  year,  since  1958  by  a Contractor 
for  extracting  shale,  etc.  from  Gurney  Valley  tip,  the  income  for  the 
years  1957-1965  was  : 

£18,081  17s.  8d. 


Year 

Paper 

Sales 

Trade 

Refuse 

Scrap 

Total 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1957 

290 

12 

6 

122 

7 

10 

41 

15 

0 

450 

15 

4 

1958 

318 

3 

9 

261 

1 

3 

21 

14 

6 

600 

19 

6 

1959 

633 

7 

6 

399 

16 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1,042 

3 

6 

1960 

1,133 

8 

0 

656 

13 

0 

8 

1 

0 

1,798 

2 

0 

1961 

1,128 

14 

6 

1,015 

5 

0 

104 

13 

0 

2,248 

12 

6 

1962 

1,359 

7 

9 

1,034 

9 

0 

3 

4 

0 

2,397 

0 

9 

1963 

1,575 

7 

3 

1,156 

8 

1 

- 

— 

- 

2,731 

15 

4 

1964 

1,455 

17 

6 

1,258 

19 

9 

2 

5 

0 

2,719 

2 

3 

1965 

1,326 

7 

2 

1,179 

0 

6 

- 

- 

- 

2,505 

7 

8 

Totals 

£9,222 

5 

11 

£7,084 

0 

5 

£190  12 

6 

£16,496  18 

10 

Vehicles. 

In  1965  a new  Karrier  25  cu.  yds.  Dual  Tip  Collector  with 
Compression  Plate  was  put  into  service,  primarily  to  collect  refuse 
from  the  housing  estates.  With  the  compression  plate  the  vehicle  is 
capable  of  holding  about  30  cu.  yards  of  refuse  and  carry  a payload 
of  approximately  6 tons. 

All  vehicles  are  greased  and  washed  weekly  with  attention  given 
to  maintenance,  overhaul  and  repair. 

Public  Conveniences. 

All  coin  locks  were  removed  from  the  doors  of  the  conveniences, 
and  coupled  with  continuous  maintenance  and  cleanliness  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  containing,  if  not  reducing,  the  damage  by 
vandals. 

Hand  washing  and  drying  units  installed  at  West  Auckland  have 
been  a complete  success,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  they  have 
not  been  damaged  at  all  despite  very  heavy  use. 
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Staff. 

The  following  table  shows  time  lost  due  to  sickness,  absenteeism 
and  holidays  in  1965. 


Month 

Sickness 

Absent 

Holidays 

Total 

January 

67 

36i 

1 

1041 

February 

73 

24 

3 

100 

March 

91 

5 

11 

107 

April 

84 

6 

8 

98 

May 

60 

1 

2 

38 

98J 

June 

100 

3 

35 

138 

July 

48 

1* 

94 

1931 

August 

48 

67 

115 

September 

55 

20 

69 

144 

October 

39 

12i 

29 

80i 

November 

24 

11 

4 

39 

December 

30 

- 

- 

30 

Totals 

719 

120 

359 

1,198 

Time  lost  from  all  causes  represented  almost  19%  of  working  time. 
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The  following  table  compares  time  lost  due  to  sickness  in  1965 
with  the  preceeding  eight  years. 


Number  of  Days 

Lost 

Due  to  Sickness 

Month 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

January 

72 

82 

5 

31 

30 

35 

16 

52i 

67 

February 

35 

89 

56 

54 

84 

109 

25 

99 

73 

March 

47 

53 

37 

15 

31 

54 

31 

59 

91 

April 

44 

35 

54 

13 

48 

60 

13 

74 

84 

May 

17 

16 

47 

21 

42 

88 

1 

63J 

60 

June 

2 

29 

7 

- 

50 

41 

5 

55i 

100 

July 

5 

10 

5 

- 

31 

37 

13 

30 

48 

August 

14 

41 

21 

11 

11 

27 

10 

30 

48 

September 

82 

85 

46 

53 

10 

22 

20 

70} 

55 

October 

32 

45 

14 

40 

15 

45 

35 

67 

39 

November 

17 

2 

— 

65 

18 

11 

20 

66 

24 

December 

25 

2 

43 

37 

22 

3 

1 

67f 

30 

Totals 

392 

489 

335 

340 

382 

532 

190 

734J 

719 

Time  lost  in  1965  due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism  was  839  days. 
This  is  compared  with  previous  years  : 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Time  lost  % 

6.05 

7.63 

5.78 

5.94 

6.3 

8.57 

3.46 

11.5 

14 
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D.M.A.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.INST.P.C.,  F.R.S.H., 
DIP.  (HONS.)  R.I.P.H.H. , DIP.  I.S.A.A. 


32 


